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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responding to application filed on 1-15-2004 with priority date of 
2-21-2003. 

2. Claims 1 - 24 are pending. Claims 1, 13 are independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international 
application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the 
English language. 

4. Claim 1 - 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Widegren et al. (US PGPUB No. 20020036983). 

Regarding Claim 1, Widegren discloses a method for establishing sessions in a 
network comprising a user entity, a network control node and a plurality of network 
nodes storing subscriber specific information, the method comprising the steps of 
a) receiving a session establishing request at the network control node, (see 
Widegren paragraph [0082], lines 2-6; paragraph [0083], lines 7-10; paragraph 
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[0097], lines 9-13: request for session initiation; paragraph [0055], lines 1-6: 
multiple nodes with subscription information) 

b) forwarding a policy request message from the network control node to each 
network node of the plurality of network nodes storing subscriber specific 
information which comprise policy information required for the session to be 
established, (see Widegren paragraph [0089], lines 1-8; paragraph [0130], lines 
1-5: forward policy request) 

c) processing the policy request message to generate a policy decision message 
and sending the policy decision message to the network control node from each 
of the network nodes having received the policy request message, (see 
Widegren paragraph [0131], lines 1-6; paragraph [0128], lines 5-12; paragraph 
[0130], lines 3-5: generate policy decision for each node, each node accessed for 
policy type information (resource availability)) 

d) generating a single policy decision confirmation message based on the received 
policy decision messages in the network control node, (see Widegren paragraph 
[0131], lines 1-6: generate single policy decision) and 

e) sending the single policy decision message to the user entity, (see Widegren 
paragraph [0132], lines 1-6; paragraph [0101], lines 1-5: send policy decision, 
accepted or rejected) 

Regarding Claims 2, 14, Widegren discloses the method, system according to claims 
1,13, wherein the network control element is itself a network node of the plurality of 
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network nodes storing subscriber specific information, (see Widegren paragraph [0055], 
lines 1-6; paragraph [0087], lines 1-3: GGSN, control network resources (network 
control element), storage subscriber information) 

Regarding Claims 3, 15, Widegren discloses the method, system according to claims 
1,13, wherein the network control element is a network service element serving the 
user entity, (see Widegren paragraph [0055], lines 1-6; paragraph [0087], lines 1-3: 
control network resources (network control element), interface to General Packet Radio 
System (GPRS), serving user entity network node) 

Regarding Claims 4, 16, Widegren discloses the method, system according to claims 
2, 14, further comprising the step of selecting the network control element being a 
network node storing subscriber specific information by a network connection serving 
element (GGSN) serving the user entity, (see Widegren paragraph [0026], lines 1-3; 
paragraph [0055], lines 1-6: GGSN network node implemented, interface between 
different networks (gateway)) 

Regarding Claims 5, 17, Widegren discloses the method, system according to claims 
4, 13, wherein in the selecting step, a default network node storing subscriber specific 
information is selected, (see Widegren paragraph [0055], lines 4-6; paragraph [0058], 
lines 5-8: default parameters, default storage of subscriber information) 
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Regarding Claims 6, 18, Widegren discloses the method, system according to claims 
1,13, wherein the single policy decision message comprises an authorization token 
from each node storing subscriber specific information, (see Widegren paragraph 
[0155], lines 1-5; paragraph [0132], lines 1-6: authorization token, "session thru" 
information, communications session initiated) 

Regarding Claims 7, 19, Widegren discloses the method, system according to claims 
1,13, wherein the user entity is located in a visited operator domain, and the method 
further comprising the steps of: 

a) inserting policy information into a session set-up protocol message, (see 
Widegren paragraph [0132], lines 1-6; paragraph [0137], lines 1-4; paragraph 
[0143], lines 1-4: SIP, session initiation protocol, policy information utilized) 

b) sending the session set-up protocol message to a network control element in the 
home domain of the user entity, (see Widegren paragraph [0055], lines 1-6; 
paragraph [0087], lines 1-3: GGSN, control network resources (network control 
element)) 

c) forwarding the policy information to a home subscriber database node, (see 
Widegren paragraph [0089], lines 1-8; paragraph [0130], lines 1-5: forward policy 
request) 

d) extracting an address of a home node storing subscriber specific information of 
the user entity from the subscriber database node, (see Widegren paragraph 
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[0126], lines 9-12; paragraph [0143], lines 1-4: SIP utilizes IP address as 
endpoint indications, policy information) 

e) creating home policy information based on the extracted address, (see Widegren 
paragraph [0130], lines 1-5: usage (policy) information determined) and 

f) forwarding the home policy information to a network control element of the visited 
network, (see Widegren paragraph [0089], lines 1-8; paragraph [0130], lines 1-5: 
forward policy request) 

Regarding Claims 8, 20, Widegren discloses the method, system according to claims 
7, 19, wherein the policy information comprises an authentication token, and the home 
policy information created in the creating step comprises a home Authentication Token, 
(see Widegren paragraph [0155], lines 1-5; paragraph [0132], lines 1-6: authorization 
token, session thru information utilized to initiate communications session) 

Regarding Claims 9, 21, Widegren discloses the method, system according to claims 
7, 19, further comprising the step of: creating a visited policy information in the network 
control element of the visited network, (see Widegren paragraph [0087], lines 1-4; 
paragraph [0130], lines 1-5: GGSN interface between networks (visited, home); 
paragraph [0128], lines 5-12: policy information processed) 

Regarding Claims 10, 22, Widegren discloses' the method, system according to claims 
7, 19, wherein in the forwarding step, the home policy information is inserted into 
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another session set-up protocol message, (see Widegren paragraph [0131], lines 3-8; 
paragraph [0137], lines 1-4; paragraph [0143], lines 1-4: policy information, SIP, session 
initiation protocol) 

Regarding Claims 11, 23, Widegren discloses the method, system according to claims 
7, 19, wherein the session set-up protocol is a Session Initiation Protocol (SIP), (see 
Widegren paragraph [0131], lines 3-8; paragraph [0137], lines 1-4; paragraph [0143], 
lines 1-4: SIP, session initiation protocol) 

Regarding Claims 12, 24, Widegren discloses the method, system according to claims 
1,13, wherein the network node storing subscriber specific information is a Policy 
Control Function (PCF). (see Widegren paragraph [0087], lines 3-6; paragraph [0096], 
line 7-8: GGSN, Decision Point (DP) (or policy server) can be inside or outside GGSN, 
DP is a policy control function (PCF) node) 

Regarding Claim 13, Widegren discloses a system for establishing sessions in a 
network comprising: 

a) a user entity; (see Widegren paragraph [0097], lines 9-1 3: user entity) 

b) a network control node; (see Widegren paragraph [0055], lines 1-6; paragraph 
[0087], lines 1-3: GGSN, control network resources (network control element)) 
and 
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c) a plurality of network nodes storing subscriber specific information, (see 
Widegren paragraph [0055], lines 1-6: multiple nodes with subscription 
information) 

d) wherein the network control node comprises means for receiving a session 
establishing request, and for forwarding a policy request message to each 
network node of the plurality of network nodes storing subscriber specific 
information comprising policy information required for the session to be 
established, (see Widegren paragraph [0082], lines 2-6; paragraph [0083], lines 
7-10; paragraph [0097], lines 9-13: session request; paragraph [0089], lines 1-8; 
paragraph [0130], lines 1-5: forward policy request) 

e) the nodes storing subscriber specific information comprise means for processing 
the policy request message to generate a policy decision message and for 
sending the policy decision message to the network control node, (see Widegren 
paragraph [0131], lines 1-6; paragraph [0128], lines 5-12; paragraph [0130], lines 
3-5: generate a policy decision for each node) and 

f) the network control node comprises means for generating a single policy decision 
confirmation message based on the received policy decision messages, and for 
sending the single policy decision message to the user entity, (see Widegren 
paragraph [0131], lines 1-6; paragraph [0128], lines 5-12: generate a policy 
decision for each node; paragraph [0132], lines 1-6; paragraph [0101], lines 1-5: 
send policy decision, accepted or rejected) 
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Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kyung H. Shin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3920. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 am - 6 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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